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There are 3 types of N4L file created when saving Data and Settings to Internal flash memory on 
the instrument or to a USB memory device (recommended 2GB maximum storage capacity).  
 
The three types of N4L file are: 

 
• Program Files (PPA_C***.N4L): File contains configuration information (1024 bytes) and 

is used to save configuration settings so that they can be re-entered into the instrument or 

another instrument. These files should not be modified or exported to .txt format. N4ldlog 

software will not work with these types of file. 

 

• Result Files (PPA_R***.N4L): File contains configuration information (1024 bytes) along 

with stored results. They are normally accompanied by a corresponding “.txt” file that 

contains the results in ASCII format. The contents of the “.txt” file are in a viewable format 

so the use of N4ldlog software is not necessary for result files. 

 

• Datalog Files (PPA_D***.N4L): File contains configuration information (1024 bytes) along 

with stored datalog results. Datalog files are normally accompanied by a “.txt” file. The 

exception to this is when a datalog is stored directly to a USB memory stick; this method 

does not create the “.txt” file. Instead, the text file can be created by recalling the datalog 

into the instrument and saving it again to the USB memory stick or by using the N4ldlog 

software with the originally created N4L file.  
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Using N4ldlog Software to convert N4L Datalog Files. 
 
When a Datalog is performed on a PPA with the results saved directly to a memory stick the 
following type of file is created: 

PPA_D008.N4L 
This file can be used to load the Datalog details back into a PPA but the code in the file needs to 
be converted to a text file before the Datalog results can be viewed other than on a PPA. 
N4ldlog software should be used to convert the N4L file to a viewable text file. 
 
The software is free of charge and can be downloaded from the Support Section of the N4L 
website. You will need to register on the website if you have not done so already. 
Click on Support to display the N4L Resources page. See screenshot below:  

 
 
 
Click on “Software” and then “File Convertor”. Click on the N4ldlog.zip file to download the 
software. 
Once downloaded the zip file should be unzipped. It is best to save it to the desktop to make 
access easier. 
Note: The N4L file can be saved where the user prefers but it is important to know that the text file 
that is created will be saved to the same location / folder on the PC or attached memory device.  
In this example the N4ldlog software and the PPA_D008.N4L file were saved on the desktop: 
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Click on the N4L file and drag it over the icon for the N4ldlog software.  
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Release the key when the “Open with n4ldlog.exe” message appears. 
 
The N4ldlog software window will open and start updating: 
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This example was a very short Datalog so that all of the contents of the software window can be 
seen. You can see that this example only contained 10 records. 
If the operation was completed successfully an “Operation Complete” message is seen in the 
software window.  
This will create a Datalog text file of the same name in the location where the N4L file is saved.  
This is a screenshot of the contents of the text file created by the above conversion operation: 
 
 

 
The contents can then be imported into Excel etc. for further processing or included in a report etc. 
 


